Oury Jalloh
complex

On the morning of
January 7, 2005,
Oury Jalloh, was arrested
by police in Dessau.
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Two hours later, the ﬁre
alarm went off, and then
the spluttering sounds of
ﬁre were heard from the
intercom system. But Andreas S., the section leader,
ignored this at ﬁrst.

He was then taken to
a cell no.5 in the basement of the police
station and there,
bound hand and foot,
was strapped to a
ﬁreproof mattress.

Mattress
Prussic acid
Cyanide was discovered during Jalloh’s
autopsy. Smirnou
explains in his report
that cyanide develops
from prussic acid,
which typically forms
during the use of ﬁre
accelerants.

Irish thermal physicist Maksim Smirnou reconstructed the
cell, included a ﬁreproof mattress, and used a pig’s carcass
to simulate a human body. But after even more than half an
hour, he was able to elicit only a mild smouldering of part of
the mattress padding, which also produced a small quantity
of white smoke.
This ﬁnding strikingly contradicts the scene of the ﬁre’s
aftermath, recorded on video ﬁlm, which showed an almost
completely burnt-up mattress and a severely charred
corpse. The police had also reported a heavy build-up of
smoke and intense heat. However, Smirnou was able to
generate something similar only by using a large amount of
a combustive agent. He had to pour several gallons of gasoline over the mattress to ﬁnally reproduce something like
the degree of destruction caused by the ﬁre in the cell, as
recorded on the video ﬁlm.
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Cold weather

What Refugee’s
“problems” are:
Lack of privacy in
refugee camps
Isolation
Dealing
with
trauma

Auslanderbehorde
No translator in
the hospital
while giving birth
Forced to live in a
small town by
the state for
several years

Family
Reunion

Racial Proﬁling
Threat of
deportation

Renting a room

